
THE LATEST VERSION OF THIS CONTROLLED FORM CAN BE FOUND ON Q-PULSE – COPYING OF THIS DOCUMENT IS PERMITTED Page 1 of 1 

 Document Number: DEQA-IS-004                 v1.3 

 

 
DEQAS is an external quality assessment (EQA) service provider which aims to ensure the analytical 
reliability of 25 hydroxyvitamin D (25OHD) and 1,25 dihydroxyvitamin D (1,25(OH)2D) laboratory assays. 
DEQAS is a non-profit organisation providing a service to laboratories. Serum samples are sent to 
participants to analyse and the results are reported back via the DEQAS website (www.deqas.org). DEQAS 
produces reports for participants which assesses the performance of individual laboratories and method 
groups. This improves the quality of blood test results and therefore improves patient care.     
 
The samples enclosed in this package have no value or worth and cannot be resold. Any stated value is 
for customs purposes only. Following analysis samples are discarded in accordance with national and 
local laboratory policies. Participants pay for the DEQAS service on an annual basis and as such receipt of 
this package is not paying for its contents.  
 
There is no need for taxes or tariffs to be levied. 
 
The EQA/proficiency testing samples (commodity code 38 22 00 00 00) enclosed in this package are non-
hazardous and not known to be infectious. The proficiency testing samples are manufactured in the United 
Kingdom and have tested negative for hepatitis B surface antigen, hepatitis C antibody and HIV 
antibody/antigen. The samples have also been sterilised by filtering through a 0.2 micron microbiological 
grade filter. 
 
This package needs to be delivered as quickly as possible to the final participant to allow time for the 
samples to analysed and results returned.  
 
If you require any further information please contact DEQAS using the following details: 
 
Phone:  #44 (0)20 331 33645 
E-mail:  deqasresults@nhs.net 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Alex Shaw & Georgia Hackney 
DEQAS Administrators 

 
 

 
DEQAS 

Ground Floor Medical Oncology 
Charing Cross Hospital  

Fulham Palace Road 
London 

W6 8RF 
UK 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Organiser:  Emma Walker (UK)          
Administrator:  Alex Shaw (UK) & Georgia Hackney (UK)         
Advisory Panel:  Etienne Cavalier (Belgium), Ramon Durazo-Arvizu (USA), Annemieke Heijboer (The Netherlands), Glenville Jones 
(Canada), Karen Phinney (USA), Christopher Sempos (USA), Patrick Twomey (Ireland)  
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